
keep it. The trails were fantastic all 
across the Snow Belt states and provinc-
es with only a few exceptions. 

This worked out well for the Iron Dog 
Midwest Ride, which took place February 
24, 2019 to February 28, 2019 at the 
Spearfish Canyon Lodge, Spearfish Can-
yon, SD. We had a good turnout of Dogs 
over the days we were there. Duane 
Sutton did a fantastic job of organizing 
the entire function, from guiding to the 
hospitality room to organizing the ban-
quet. 

Our infamous toilet seat award was pre-
sented to Ron Potter this year. His wife 
Gwen had some problems with the deep 
snow and then bumped the back of an-
other snowmobile.        (cont. pg 3) 

I hope everyone is doing well 
and has had a fantastic snow-
mobile season. 

It seems we Dogs have been 
very busy if we judge by the 

“Dog Sightings” posted on Facebook since 
our last meeting in Halifax, Nova Scotia. 
We Dogs were kept busy taking tickets and 
participating in the many meetings that 
were being held. At that meeting we also 
inducted three new pups. In September 
Judy and I attended the ISC Planning 
meeting in Grand Rapids, Mich. The Am-
way Grand Hotel is a beautiful facility and 
should serve us quite nicely. 

The winter was one of anticipation waiting 
for snow, then we got snow, then rain, 
warm weather, then snow and more rain. 
Finally it decided to give us snow and let us 
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FROM PRESIDENT BOB KING 

Wow, what a winter here in 
Vermont. We had tons of snow 
which was great. However we 
also had too much rain. This 
caused it to be icy and spring 

like conditions in parts of our state.  

I think many of our members saw great 
trails this year too. It’s always a great 
time getting out and riding. Unfortu-
nately again this year I was unable to 
ride due to health reasons. But there is 
next year! 
                                                 (cont. pg. 3)  

Iron Dog Memorabilia 

We have been finding Iron Dog memo-
rabilia for sale on the internet. Iron Dog 
memorabilia is for DOGS only. Please 
inform your family to dispose of your 
Iron Dog pins, bolo ties,  clothing and 
etc, appropriately upon your demise. 
Or if you decide to no  longer be an 
Iron Dog, please properly dispose of 
your Iron Dog  stuff. 

Ways to dispose of Memorabilia: 

 Give items to another Iron Dog 
member. 

 Contact an Iron Dog Board Mem-
ber. or the World Snowmobile 
Headquarters.  



Iron Dog Attire 
The official Iron Dog 
Brigade dress  

Navy Blue Blazer 
Gray Slacks 
White Shirt 
Red Bolo Tie or Red Tie 
 

It would be nice if all 
the male Dogs wore 

this uniform to the Banquet for the 
pictures. The female Dogs are welcome 
to wear their Iron Dog outfit or another 
outfit of their choice. 

When collecting tickets, please wear 
your IDB Dress Suit or IDB Polo Shirts 
and name tag. We want to be easily 
identified as Iron Dog Brigade 
Members. See Dog Bling for more info 
shirts & etc. 

During the rest of the Congress events, 
if you are not wearing the “uniform” 
please be sure you have your Iron Dog 
name tag and pin on.  
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George Eisenhuth 
Award is Renamed 
The Board of Directors voted to re-
name the George Eisenhuth Distin-
guished Service Award back to the orig-
inal name of the Iron Dog Brigade Dis-
tinguished Service Award. 

A committee has been established to 
create the criteria for the award. The 
suggestion was made to base it loosely 
on the criteria for becoming and Iron 
Dog. One will not be able to nominate 
oneself.  

The Annual Iron Dog  
Brigade Meeting  
The annual Iron Dog Bri-
gade Membership meeting 
is a closed meeting. The 
meeting is for all Iron Dog 
Members including our 
new Iron Dogs being in-
ducted at the Banquet.  

Personalized Iron Dog Decals 

As many of you will remember, back in 2014 

Bruno Andreini designed some Iron Dog de-

cals with a colorful Iron Dog logo on the decal 

and with the Iron Dog member’s name on 

the bottom of them. 

We are offering these once again to our 

members. Interest has been expressed by 

both old and new members for use on their 

sleds and other vehicles.  

These decals will cost $6.00 each with a pre-

paid fee and your name the way you want it 

on the decal. Order forms will be available at 

the ISC and sent out to members after ISC. 

Because of their customization with our 

member’s name, we do need prepayment. 

If you have questions contact Bruno Andreini. 

Bruno’s contact:   

phone 515-992-3455 or  

email awbrunoa3@gmail.com 

 

Foreign Bank Service 
Charges 
Due to the bank charging foreign ser-
vice transaction fees, a $5 service fee 
is charged for Canadian Dues and $20 
for foreign country money wiring for 
dues from other countries other than 
Canada and the US. 
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Christine Jourdain Barker 
Howell, Michigan 
Sponsored by Duane Sutton & 
Todd Wilkinson 

Christine is married to Bill 
Barker.  She has one son Jordan. 

Christine grew on snowmobiling as a kid 
and later as an adult. She is the Executive 
Director for ACSA and has worked for 
ACSA for over 23 years. Her most memo-
rable snowmobile event as an adult was 
her son’s first hot dog roast out on the 
snowmobile trails. 

Christine’s considers her most important 
snowmobile accomplishments are her 
involvement in the Enlightenment Rides 
and the DC Fly-Ins. She’s also involved in 
the Friends of Snowmobiling Political 
Activity. ACSA has been proactive with 
safety and access issues.  They organized 
an Enlightenment Ride with the Forest 
Service leadership and the Winter 
Wildlands Alliance. 

 

Mary Herzog 
Great Falls, Montana 
Sponsored by Judy King 

Mary is married to Lawrence 
Scott Herzog and has two 

daughters Sarah and Lisa. Since she 
went to snowmobiling in West Yellow-
stone with her then boyfriend in 1978, 
she has been “addicted” to snowmobil-
ing. Mary and Scott are heavily involved 
in search and rescue and have trained 
their K9 to assist. They are also involved 
in the Trans MT Charity Ride which is a 
fundraiser to support NAMI, the Na-
tional Alliance for Mental Illness. In 
2018 they helped raise $19,000 to 
NAMI. They have also assisted with the 
Knuckle Buster Race which is a program 
to help our Veterans. Mary has also 
served on the Kings Hill Grooming Asso-
ciation for 5 years. KHGA provides 
grooming for the Little Belt Mountains. 
The association is responsible for main-
taining the trail system winter and sum-
mer for ALL users, motorized and non-
motorized. 

Dottie Kurtz 
Errol, New Hampshire 
Sponsored by Gail Hanson 
and Bonnie Holbrook 

Dottie is married to Charlie 
Kurtz and lives in Errol, NH. They have 2 
daughters Trisha and Charlene and sev-
eral grandchildren.  

Dottie and Charlie purchased their first 
snowmobile in 1971 but soon realized 
they needed to purchase their second 
snowmobile. Later they joined the local 
snowmobile club in Hooksett, NH and 
soon both became heavily involved in 
snowmobiling in New Hampshire  

Dottie has ridden for 48 consecutive 
years! In 2018 she put on 2,200 miles 
riding with her husband Charlie. Dottie 
has been very active in the snowmobile 
clubs she has joined in New Hampshire 
including holding Board positions over 
the years. She led the club she was presi-
dent of in southern New Hampshire to 
obtain non-profit status after appealing 
to the state. She is also very active in her 
community in northern New Hampshire. 
She was asked to be a member of the 13 
Mile Woods Association in order to ne-
gotiate and acquire 7,500 acres of land 
in the Town of Errol, NH. The purchase 
was negotiated and financed with no 
impact to the tax payers. The procure-
ment of this land established a southern 
access to the Town of Errol by both 
snowmobiles and ATV’s and preserved 
this land from development and secured 
the natural beauty of this part of New 
Hampshire. You’ll find Dottie working on 
club BBQs and events, working NHSA 
events and more. She is always willing to 
lend a hand wherever needed. 

We were fortunate to have Mike Grant 
from Snow Trails TV ride with us all three 
days. He has put together a 40 Min. video 
of our riding and banquet. He has also 
put together a shorter video that we 
hope to show at the Iron Dog Banquet. 

I hope to see everyone at the Iron Dog 
meeting and banquet. 

Bob 

Bruno Andreini and I have been working 
on a living document to create talking 
points about the Brigade when any of us 
are out in public. This was discussed at 
the annual meeting last year. We talked 
about creating a living document that 
members can use to talk about the Iron 
Dog Brigade and who we are when at 
different events and with the press.  
Please send me your suggested talking 
points.  

I’m excited and honored to serve as your 
Vice President.  I hope to see you at 
Congress. 

Be well, 
Bonnie 

THE PRES... (Cont.) 

THE VICE PRES... (Cont.) 



In February, I had the privilege to 
help organize and participate in the 
Midwest IDB Ride. The event was 
headquartered out of Spearfish Can-
yon Lodge in the Black Hills of South 
Dakota from February 24th through 
the 27th. Due to weather and other 
issues, several Pups and spouses 
were not able to attend, but we had 
between 13 and 15 riders every day. 
Those in attendance were: Bob and 
Judy King, Greg and Mary Sorenson, 
Ron and Gwen Potter, Bob and Marie 
Linn, and their daughter LuAnn, Ken 
Stewart, Courtney Livingston, Les 
Ollila, Todd Stewart, Kip Wagner, 
Mike Grant and myself. Todd, Kip 
and Mike were guests as well as 
Mary, Gwen, Marie & LuAnn.  

For the most part the weather coop-
erated, with Monday’s temperatures 
in the single digits, but Tuesday and 
Wednesday were much warmer. 
While there was not much new snow 
during our stay, the Black Hills, like 
much of the snow belt, had received 
above normal snowfall for the sea-
son. The trails were groomed pretty 
well, and there was plenty of oppor-
tunity for off trail enjoyment. We 
averaged one hundred miles each 
day, and were able to travel to the 
southern Hills, which isn’t always 
possible due to low snow conditions.  

Our days started with breakfast at 
the Latchstring restaurant, across the 
road from the Lodge. Our lunch stops 
were Trailshead Lodge on Monday, 
Mountain Meadow on Tuesday, and 
Recreational Springs on Wednesday. 
Dinners were back at Latchstring, 
with our wrap up “banquet” being a 
beef tip and chicken buffet. Joining 
us for the banquet were Marilyn and 
David Ruediger of Spearfish. The re-
cipient this year’s “Crapper Award” 
was Ron Potter. Congratulations Ron. 
I’ll let him explain the reason for his 

“luck” at Congress.  

For the most part, the ride was without 
incident, and everyone seemed to enjoy 
the trails, scenery, and company. I want to 
thank everyone for making the trip under 
adverse weather and road conditions, 
which I know at times were challenging. It 
was my pleasure to be part of such a great 
group of snowmobilers. I particularly want 
to thank Judy King for organizing the hospi-
tality room while we rode, and Bob King, 
Todd Stewart, and Kip Wagner for taking 
up the rear to make sure everyone was 
present and accounted for. Well, except 
for that one time…………. 

I’m looking forward to hearing where the 
2020 ride will be, and hopefully being able 
to participate. Again, thank you to all the 
participants. I had a great time! 

Respectfully submitted, 
Duane Sutton 
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I D B  W E B S I T E  
Webpage:  
IRONDOGBRIGADE.COM  
 

Did you know that your fel-
low Dogs love hearing about 
you? Please help us share 

news about you!  

Did someone get a picture of you having 
fun with your family, doing something 
silly, celebrating milestones, etc. please 
send them to us! If you receive an award 
or if there is a write up on you, please 
send it to: 

Gail  Hanson  
 (rtcat1@myfairpoint.net) 
Judy King  
 (bjkingmn@gmail.com)  
Bonnie Holbrook 
 (vermontirondogs@gmail.com) 

 

Be sure to check out the website. If you 
need the password for the members only 
area email Gail, Judy or Bonnie. 
 
This is out website. Help us keep it current 
with news from you! 

2 0 1 9  M I D W E S T   
C R A P P E R  AWA R D  

2019 Midwest Iron  
Dog Brigade Midwest 
Ride 

From the Editor... 
Getting awards? Doing cool 
things in your community? 
Hanging out with friends? 
We want to hear from you! 
Say hello and what you are 

doing these days. Please send me pic-
tures or your updates. My email is:  
vermontirondogs@gmail.com 
 Bonnie 



From the Very Cluttered Desk 
of the Secretary Treasurer 

Time is drawing very close for 
the 51st International Snow-

mobile Congress to be held in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan this year. I hope there are a lot of 
you planning to attend. This is a great facili-
ty and exciting things are always happening 
in the snowmobile world we need to catch 
up on. 

We try very hard to keep all of you up to 
date on Iron Dog happenings but don’t hear 
much back from you so don’t know if we 
are giving you the information you want or 
if we need to change things. 

We still have nearly 20 members who have 
not paid their dues. This is distressing to me 
and time consuming trying to collect them. 

F R O M  T H E  S E C R E TA R Y  T R E A S U R E R  
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Grey Hat - $20 plus $5 for shipping 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Bolo Tie - $5 if picked up at event, $7 
if shipped. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dog Duds — shirts, jackets, blankets 
and gear go to: 
https://
irondogbrigade.qbstores.com/ 
 
You can get all decked out by ordering 
clothing from our Iron Dog clothing 
store. Be sure to check back periodi-
cally for new items. There are shirts, 
jackets, pants, and more! I’d love to 
see a picture of you sporting your Iron 
Dog duds!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We also have Iron Dog Carabiners and 
Window Stickers available. Contact 
Judy King to purchase the following.  
  
We do have 2 of the old IDB caps, 
white with black bill - $5 each - $10 if 
mailed out. 

I R O N  D O G  D U D S  &  S WA G  
FOR IRON DOGS ONLY 

We run a pretty tight budget basically 
on your dues payments. 

We are excited to be inducting six (6) 
new members into the Iron Dog Bri-
gade at the Banquet this year. They 
are: Christine Jourdain Barker, Mary 
Herzog, Dottie Kurtz, David Low, Len 
Neisler and Steve Wess. It has been a 
while since we have had that many 
new Pups but we have room for a lot 
more. 

We have lost only two members this 
year; Frank Roy from Errol, NH and G. 
Lowell Morton from Annville, PA. 

Please feel free to contact me at any 
time with issues or questions. 

Judy King, Secretary Treasurer 

White Iron Dog Decal - $5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Black Window Cling Iron Dog Decal - 
$5 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
Carbineer - $5  
 

https://irondogbrigade.qbstores.com


David Lowe 

Wayland, Michigan 

Sponsored by Bill Manson 

 

David is widowed with two children 

Shelly and Brent. David has been snow-

mobiling since the middle 70s when he 

saw an ad for the local snowmobile club 

in the newspaper. In 2010 he rode 

4,000 miles from Michigan to Alaska. 

Recently in 2015 he snowmobiled U. S. 

and Canada and then flew to Finland 

where he snowmobiled in Finland, Nor-

way and Sweden and then flew to Rus-

sia and snowmobiled there 3 days. 

David has been active in snowmobiling 

in his local area, district and the state 

for over 40 years. Not only has David 

been involved in his local, district and 

state association, in the clothing manu-

facturing and marketing of clothing, he 

has been active in his local community. 

He has been the Commander of his lo-

cal American Legion for the past 60 

years! He is involved with the world 

touring group MichCanSka. David likes 

to attend every event that the Michigan 

Snowmobile Association is involved in 

including ISCs and the DC Fly-in. David 

has received many awards and recogni-

tion for his involvement in snowmobil-

ing in Michigan over the years. He pro-

motes snowmobiling in many aspects.  

Len Neisler 

Fishers, Illinois 

Sponsored by Bob King 

 

Len is married to Dorthy Neisler and they 

have a son and daughter, Michael and 

Michelle. 

Len began snowmobiling in the winter of 

1990 on a snowmobile trip to Wisconsin 

with his brother. His considers his most fun

-filled snowmobiling event are the annual 

ISA-MSA Ride-Ins in January to Michigan 

including riding, fun games and catching 

up with old and new acquaintances.  

Len says his most important snowmobile 

accomplishment is being able to partici-

pate as the Indiana Snowmobile Associa-

tion delegate to the ACSA Fly-In including 

the discussions with their Indiana legisla-

tors.   

Len enjoys his involvement in the Vintage 

Snowmobile Association of Indiana and the 

Snow Drifters of Hamilton County, IN for 

23 years. He’s also been a director for 17 

years with the ISA. He’s the ISA Delegate 

for the Indiana DNR Trails Advisory Board 

and the administers RTP grants. Len has 

been heavily involved with his local club 

and  the Indiana Snowmobile Association 

holding many offices. In 2017 he was asked 

to chair a committee on Planned Giving. 

Last year at the ISC Congress the ACSA 

Board approved the establishment of the 

ACSA Legacy Fund. Now, the ACSA Legacy 

Fund is an opportunity for snowmobilers 

to make charitable donations to the en-

dowment to help perpetuate snowmobil-

ing into the future. He is also the chair of 

the International Snowmobile Council 

Charity Report. Len is heavily involved in 

many areas of snowmobiling both in Indi-

ana and elsewhere. 
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Steven D. Wess 

Watertown, South Dakota 

Sponsored by Courtney 

Livingston 
 

Steven is married to Karla Wess and 

they have three children, Sarah, Todd 

and Ashley. 

Steven first became involved in snow-

mobiling in the winter of 1968-69 when 

he talked his dad into buying a snow-

mobile for the farm. His most important 

snowmobile accomplishment is teach-

ing others to enjoy the sport and having 

two of his children named Youth Snow-

mobilers of the Year at state conven-

tions.   

He considers his most fun snowmobil-

ing event to be when he talked his club 

into traveling over 400 miles to the 

Black Hills for riding adventures. His 

most memorable event is volunteering 

at the ISC in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. 

You’ll find Steven helping with marking 

and signing 70 miles of trails and being 

the primary groomer operator for his 

local club. He’s held several board posi-

tions in his club as well. He’s involved in 

every venture the club is involved in. 

He’s worked part-time for three differ-

ent dealers.   

Steven was selected as the Groomer of 

the Year by the South Dakota Snowmo-

bile Association in 2018. He has been an 

active part of the team of snowmobilers 

that have participated in the South Da-

kota Lighted Thanksgiving parade. The 

team has promoted snowmobiling with 

an elaborate light display depicting 

snowmobile scenes. They have received 

awards for 10 of the last 12 years.   



 

 

 

 

G. Lowell Morton, 80, of Annville, Penn-
sylvania passed away on Saturday, March 
9, 2019 at his residence surrounded by 
his loving family. He was the husband of 
Ila Swartz Morton, to whom he was mar-
ried to for 59 years. 

Born in McConnellsburg, PA on Novem-
ber 1, 1938, he was the son of the late 
George W. Morton and Cleo (Decker) 
Morton Fisher. Lowell graduated from 
Penn State University and went on to 
receive his Master’s Equivalency. Lowell 
first taught at Cranberry H.S. in Seneca, 
PA and then was an Agricultural teacher 
at Annville-Cleona. He was an honorary 
member of the Little Dutchmen FFA, Ce-
dar Crest FFA, PA State FFA and the 
American FFA, and was the secretary of 
the PA Agricultural Teacher’s Assoc. Low-
ell was the past president of the PA State 
Snowmobile Assoc., Blue Mountain 
Snowmobile Club, Red Rose Snowmobile 
Club and Dutch Trail Cutters Snowmobile 
Club, and was a member of Iron Dog Bri-
gade of snowmobiles. He was the past 
president and secretary of the Annville-
Cleona Kiwanis Club, and was a member 
of Annville U.M. Church, where he had 
previously been a Sunday school teacher 
and on the trustees committee. Lowell 
enjoyed camping, reading, hunting, but 
most importantly, spending time with his 
family.  

Surviving in addition to his wife are sons 
Kerry A. Morton (Renee) of Annville, Eric 
G. Morton (Cynthia) of Manheim, daugh-
ters Cindy A. Morton of Annville, and 
Jean I. Reigel (Dwylan) of Westfield, PA; 
seven grandchildren; five great grandchil-
dren; and in-laws Allen and Janet Zim-
merman. 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

Francis “Frank” G. Roy, 74, of Errol 
passed away on Thursday afternoon, 
Jan. 17, 2019, at his home, with his 
wife by his side. 

He was born in Concord, NH, on Aug. 
17, 1944, a son to the late Ernest E. 
and Ruby (Loomis) Roy. Frank was 
raised in Concord by his aunt, Irene N. 
Locke, and was a 1962 graduate of 
Concord High School. He later served 
honorably in the U.S. Army. 
For many years, Frank was the pur-
chasing agent for R.S. Audley, Inc., con-
struction firm in Bow. In his spare time, 
the Concord Men’s Softball League 
was his passion, and as pitcher for 
many years on different teams, he held 
the record for a 61-game winning 
streak, a record that remains to this 
day. He loved all other sports as well, 
including hockey and golf, and he was 
a racing and NASCAR fan, as well. He 
retired and moved to his beloved camp 
in Errol in the early 90s, where he was 
also known to have the best and fanci-
est grill that he never cooked on (but 
others did). 

Snowmobiling was Frank’s love in the 
north country, and he was instrumen-
tal in the formation and management 
of the Umbagog Snowmobile Club in 
Errol, where he was the long-time trail 
administrator. He was proud to have 
been inducted into the “Iron Dog Bri-
gade” in 2015.  

He is survived by his beloved wife of 
more than 28 years, Karen (Labrie) Roy 
of Errol; a daughter, Lynn (Troy) Soares 
of Manchester, NH; one brother; and 
two grandchildren. 

L O S T  D O G S  
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
2018-2019 

President         
 Bob King (1st year of two-year term) 
Vice President              
 Bonnie Holbrook (1st year of two-year term) 
Secretary/Treasurer 
 Judy King (2nd year of two-year term) 
Director 
 Bruno Andreini (2nd of three-year term) 
Director  
 Gail Hanson (1st of three-year term) 
Director  
 Dennis Nauman (1st of three-year term) 
Director  
 DeLyle Pankratz (1st of three-year term) 
Past President         
 Ed Skomoroh 

For all the Dogs who have  

gone before us… 

 

May they never hit another mo-

gul, 

Or run out of gas, or get stuck in  

A giant snowdrift. 

May they have found that 

Never-ending 

Smooth trail to Heaven! 

 

Rest in Peace,  

Fellow Iron Dogs… 


